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Acknowledgement of Country
Nina marni, I acknowledge that I am hosting this meeting from the lands of the Kaura People, the 
Traditional Custodians of this land where I am.

I also acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the various lands on which you all work today and 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people participating in this meeting.

I pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging and celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal 
peoples and their ongoing cultures and connections to the lands and waters of our country.



Introduction
• Who is the South Australian Country Fire Service?
• What are our roles within the organisation

History of Education at SA CFS

• What have we done in the past to engage the child and youth sector?



Why Disaster 
Resilience 
Education?
• What informed our change?
• What was our response as an 

organisation to implement 
DRE?



Changing the     
Paradigm

• What do we see currently and 
why are we working towards 
changing the paradigm?

• Why the need for change?

• What have we done as a 
response?



Program Overview

• New initiative we are trialing, set to 
launch next year 

• Purpose
• Youth voice
• Informed by research
• Place-based model
• Holistic approach



Natural enquiry about educational 
support via our website/word of 

mouth/stakeholders

Welcome letter, VOICE: adult survey 
monkey (informs PD), child survey 

monkey (informs educational 
support/lessons/resources

Survey responses analysed to 
construct a site-specific PD session 

for all staff/helpers, child survey 
analysed to support learning within 

the classroom 

Professional development session at 
site. ‘Poll Everywhere’ used. 

Emergency management 
preparedness session. Scenario-

based planning workshop. Posed the 
‘what ifs’ and work together to make 

procedural change

Tailored lesson plans and resources 
with curriculum links provided to 
kindergarten through high school 

Online Learning Module on the 
benefits and importance of DRE in 

the classroom is also promoted

Thorough follow-up document with 
3-4 challenges observed during PD 

session provided to school or centre

Connections made with Community 
Engagement personnel to provide 
opportunities for our established 
Bushfire programs to occur at the 

site for families and the wider 
community

Connection to local brigade to 
support school/centre if requested 

and available to support

Consistent support via email and 
Padlet platform being trialled 

currently

COMING SOON…Development of a 
new program for families including 
children and youth to be actively 
involved in the bushfire planning 

process

Program Overview



Examples of child survey responses to ‘What do I want to know about bushfire?’ and ‘What do I want 
to know how to do, in regards to bushfires?’



Examples of adult survey responses to ‘What concerns you the most about bushfires?’

Before the Professional 
Development session



Other DRE initiatives involving the SACFS
Aside of the Bushfire Education program, we are/ have been engaged with :

ABC’s Behind the News and 
Ask a Reporter

Adelaide Hills Be You Bushfire 
Response Program recorded 

panel of experts for Adel Hills 
and KI

SA Science Teachers 
Association 

Conference and
Oliphant Science 

Awards Judging and 
Sponsorship

Red 
Cross



Examples of paradigm change in action!



Video content unavailable. 



Just to finish off…….

Historical Approach-

• Traditionally delivered by firefighters
• Visit schools and centres for a small stand-alone lesson and focus on many features of a fire truck
• Imposed program or activity surrounding topics such as ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’ and not revisited 

again for another year.

New Approach-
• Delivered by skilled and empowered educators who have been supported to become experts 

themselves
• Actively involve students by empowering youth voice to make a difference within DRE
• Inquiry-based, supports what child and youth believe is most important to them so they                

can actively contribute to decision-making
• Interactive, connective and bridging gaps
• Long lasting disaster resilience outcomes by providing knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

understand local hazards and disaster risks at a local level.



Thank you for joining us!

For more information, please visit

cfs.sa.gov.au/child-and-youth or 

email
belinda.dunbar@sa.gov.au
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