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Acknowledgement of Country

This report identifies the importance of a sustainable future to young people, which
directly aligns with the aspirations of First Nations groups across Australia who in
accordance with their laws and customs have taken care of these lands for thousands
of generations.

... While young people feel protecting the environment is important, they feel
unprepared and ill-equipped to do so. Our First Nations communities have
generational collective knowledge on sustainable land practices that could empower

young people in their ability to become a force for change.

Gheran Yarraman Steel (Briggs) Yaluk-ut Weelam of the Boon Wurrung



Methodology

* 1447 young people (10-24)
* 26 questions

* Youth Advisory Panel workshops

In the event of a disaster, who do you think would be most in danger?

Homeless people

Elderly people

People with a disability

People living in rural or remote locations
People who are poor

People who are unwell

Babies and pre-school children
Pregnant women

People who don't speak English
Indigenous Austrlians

School-age children and young people
Other

I don't know

What is your
postcode?

Y
’\\4
our world
our say

Baderaarraarrrareran



78%

73%

%, Young people believe Australia is
Young people are concernad B? not doing enough to reduce carbon
or extremely concerned about emissions

climate change

Young people think they should

88% be learning more about natural
Young people are either concerned hazards and how to reduce the risk
or extremely concerned about of a disaster

experiencing a disaster






a The bushfires this summer in Australia

were horrific. These catastrophic disasters

aren't going to stop. In fact, they are only
going to get worse as time progresses
without action being taken. It is the
responsibility of every single person to do
everything they can to reduce the impact
of climate change. Everyday people are
trying their hardest to do their best, but
until huge corporations and governments
all around the world take action, this
crisis will only get worse. Responsibility
to fix this global crisis is falling on youth,
because we are the ones growing up

with this as our reality. It makes me
angry. It makes me anxious. | am tired of
being angry and anxious about this huge
problem, especially when | feel so small
and powerless. Please, do something."

- 14, East Toowoomba
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our vorld
What natural hazards have you learned about at school? our Say

Earthquake

Bushfire

Flood

Drought or water shortage 60%
Tropical cyclone 55%

Sea level rise

Coastal erosion

Landslide

Extreme heat [heatwave)

Severe storm
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Natural hazards experienced in the last 3 years our vorld

0Ur Say
63%

Extreme heat / heatwave

Bushfire 51%

Severe storm

Drought or water shortage

Hailstorm

Flood

Dust storm

Tropical cyclone
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What do you think are the most important things young people When you studied natural hazards, did you learn about..?

need 1o learmn about natural hazands and the risk of disasters?

(Top 5)

(Top 5]

72% The causes of natural hazards and disasters
How to plan and prepare for natural hazards and

73% disasters 54% The potential impacts of natural hazards and disasters
on Your community
How to care for themselves and others if their
70% The influence of climate change on natural hazards

community experiences a natural hazard or disaster A8%
and disasters

69%  Where to access emergency warnings and alerts
The types of natural hazards that could affect your

The actions children and young people can take 1o prevent community in the future

66% or reduce the impact of natural hazards and disasters

How to plan and prepare for natural hazards and
64%  The causes of natural hazards and disasters disasters



our world
our say

Where else (apart from school) have you learned about natural hazards and how to protect your
community from a disaster?

Internet research

Social media

Parents, family or carers

Television or streaming service (e.g. Netflix)

Fire or emergency service organisation (e.g. SES, Fire Brigade, Police, Red Cross)
Radio or newspaper

Friends

Other

None of the above




our yorld
our say

What do you think the Australian government should do to limit the impacts of natural hazards <= ?j’l
and disasters in Australia? (top three selections by participant)

Make sure emergency evacuation centres are known and accessible for everyone
Make sure that essential services continue to work in a disaster

Help everyone understand natural hazards in their community and what they can do
Provide help to people who are homeless or have lost their homes in a disaster

Make sure hospitals, universities and other public buildings and roads are safe

Make sure that warning systems work and that people know about them

Provide more money to protect and prepare communities from natural hazards

Make sure all children learn about natural hazards and how to reduce disaster risk
Provide more money for farmers to protect their properties and prepare

Make sure schools and childcare centres are safe from natural hazards and disasters

Other
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Young Australians’ concerns about Climate Change

Extinction of plants and animals

Liveability of our planet

Natural hazards and extreme weather
Increased temperatures

Air pollution

Water shortage or drought

Impacts on agriculture and food

Sea level rise

Climate-related diseases and health issues
Other
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What would you like the Australian Government to do to address the impact our vorld

of climate change in your community? (top three selections by participant) oUr Say

Transition from fossil fuels to cleaner and renewable energy
Listen to scientists’ advice on climate change
Improve the ways we manage land, water and farming

Improve management of waste

Support global action on climate change

Set ambitious emissions targets

Support communities to prepare for disasters and adapt to climate change
Invest in climate change education

Support people who need to move due to climate change and disasters
Work with children and youth to develop solutions and take action
Upgrade buildings and roads to higher safety standards

Other

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%
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Before completing this survey, had you heard of any of the following?

School Strike for Climate 49%

The Paris Climate Agreement 34%

None of these

The Sustainable Development Goals

Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC) 25%
International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 22%

The United Nations Office of Disaster Risk Reduction

Australia's Disaster Risk Reduction Framework

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

0% 10% 20% 0% 40% 50% B0%



our yorld
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Have you done any of these things, either by yourself or with your family, to address climate change?

Switched to reusable water bottles and coffee cups
Avoided spending money on things you don't need
Reduced household waste

Reduced water and electricity usage

Use public transport, walk or cycle instead of driving
Made changes to your diet

Planted trees

Communicated information on climate change to others
Attended a school strike for climate

None of the above

Other




[ Parents
B Teachers
BN | eaders in Government

How well do you think your views on climate change and the risk of
disasters are listened to by teachers, leaders in government and parents?

My views are never My views are rarely | don't know / | don't My views are My views consistently
listened to listened to share my views sometimes listened to listened to



8 The Australian government plays a
pivotal role in supporting each and every
resident of this country and to make sure
that everyone's protected from whatever
danger that is approaching, therefore,

we put a lot of hopes for the government
to initiate any action necessary for the
sake of climate change and the future.”

- 21, Melbourne

8 Governments don't have the answers.
The scientists do, [and] young people
want the government to hear what is
being said.”

- 13, Adelaide

8 isten to the Indigenous Australian
communities. Listen to the scientists.
Take on their advice. Be determined and
driven to make each Australian live eco-
friendly lives. Work towards introducing
new legislation and use renewable
energy to reduce the effects of climate
change. Consult with children regularly
and ensure they are doing well mentally
with the natural hazards occurring.”

- 19, Perth
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Young Australians ... our world
our Say

 are concerned about climate change and don’t believe we are doing enough.

* have experienced natural hazards personally and feel that disasters present a
real and personal threat to their lives and prospects.

 feel under-prepared by schools for the disasters they face, and are turning to
the internet and social media for information.

* do not feel listened to by government, but feel parents are listening.

* want the Australian government to listen to scientists’ advice on climate
change and transition from fossil fuels to clean and renewable energy.



Our World Our Say:
youth report on climate
change and disaster risk

featured at

www.schools.aidr.org.au
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