Disaster Storytelling — Bridging the divide
and building community resilience

Sandy Whight
Director Community Fire Safety
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TES Community Development

BUSHFIRE READY NEIGHBOURHOODS (BRN) IS A
TASMANIA FIRE SERVICE (TFS) COMMUNITY EDUCATION
PROGRAM WORKING WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO BE
BUSHFIRE READY. .

The program recogrises that
indviduals, communities and
government sl play a part and share
responsibility to prevert, prepars for,
respond and recover from bushfires
and other natural hazards.
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Ire

Bushf




FIRES

SOUTHEAST
TASMANIA

7 FEBRUARY 1967

] Aveas known to have been burned

overin 1967 up to 22 February
Aress where knowledge of fire
damage is incomplete.

Information from all sources available

West of line passing through Sorell
625 square miles {400,000 acres)

1967 Bushfires

7 February 1967
110 separate fires
2,640 square km
5 hours

62 lives
900 injured
over 7,500 homeless

The total damage
amounted to $40,000,000
in 1967 Australian dollar
value.



Enter... Lesley King




The value of archives

‘t I lived through the London

Blitz during the war but it
wasn’t as frightening as this.

BRUSHY CREEK ROAD,
LENAH VALLEY

g February, 1967




A touring video booth

* I lived through the London
Blitz during the war but it
wesn’t asfrightening as thisi 85
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ABC Archive introductory piece




Capturing the stories...
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Stories used as public art...

Margaret Keogh standing by the trusty

through the 1967 bushfires to their home,

Austin Aso that took Alan and Margaret
ultimately surviving the fire front.
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Alan Keogh

wires, Marga

it would run at all.”




The online resource —

http://67bushfires.fire.tas.gov.au

https://67bushfires.fire.tas.gov.au
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SHARE YOUR STORY
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< : 5 Torch of Flames, Tim Sprod Wall of Flame, Elaine Restoring the Telephone A Career with a Camera, - A Different Slant on the 7 5
Stories of the '67 Bushfires | | Targett| Service| David Brill| House on Ten Mile Fires, Marrion Derrick | Lucky to Save the House, Bread Delivery| Court

Hill |Photo by Bill Hamilton Ambrose Coad| Harley Stanton
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Why was this project successful?
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Travelling Home by Bus,

Howard Rampton Inspects Suzette Seabourne |

the Damage | Courtesy



Building resilience??




The Lessons for Us....
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