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Towards a 
disaster resilient Australia



What does 
resilience look like?

Images from left: Members of Canterbury University volunteer army (Martin Hunter/Getty Images); Lyttelton, Christchurch (FrancoisRoche/newzealand.com)



What does Australia need to 
be more disaster resilient?

• What’s working well?
• What do we need to take us forward?



Disaster resilience is 
a collective effort

“It is only when multiple players work together, 
and use their respective resources, expertise, 
networks and ability to influence, that complex 
challenges can be addressed.”

Australian Council for International Development



Knowledge is
power to the people
Knowledge enables people and 
organisations to make informed, 
timely decisions based on their 
context and what they value:
• Handbook Collection
• Australian Journal of Emergency 

Management
• Knowledge Hub
• National monitoring and evaluation for 

disaster recovery programs



Professional development builds people’s 
capability to make a difference in their 
community.
• Volunteer Leadership Program
• Professional Development Program
• Emergency Management 

Volunteer Scholarships

Investing in people is 
investing in a disaster 
resilient future 



People outlast 
programs

People will carry on the journey of building 
resilience in communities – networks are 
key.
• Centre of Excellence for Prescribed 

Burning
• Education for Young People Program –

disaster resilience education



Looking to the 
future
We always need to come back to people 
and communities.
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