


Welcome

John Richardson
Executive Director
Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR)



Acknowledgement of Country

AIDR acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the various lands on 
which you all join us from today and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people participating in this event.
We pay our respects to Elders past and present and celebrate the 
diversity of Aboriginal peoples and their ongoing cultures and 
connections to the lands and waters across Australia.



Housekeeping

• You will remain muted and your camera will not be activated for the duration of 
today’s event.

• Today’s event will be recorded and made available after the event.

• Please enter questions for our speakers in the Q&A function, not the chat box.

• Please use the chat box to share any thoughts or reflections during the 
presentation

• Please be respectful to each other when posting your comments or questions.





Guest host introduction

Associate Professor Bhiamie Williamson
Program Lead, National Indigenous Resilience (NIDR)
Monash University



2026 NAIDOC Webinar

Indigenous leadership in disaster resilience



NATIONAL INDIGENOUS 
DISASTER RESILIENCE 
National Indigenous Disaster Resilience (NIDR) is a research program 
at Monash University. Established in 2022, NIDR is a leading national 
research centre, and the only research centre dedicated to 
investigating  the impacts major disaster events have on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.

NIDR is grounded in an understanding that climate change is producing 
more frequent and severe disasters. Despite the growing recognition 
that major disasters disproportionally impact Indigenous peoples, 
there is a little evidence and knowledge regarding how these events 
impact Indigenous peoples in ways that are different to other 
Australians. There is also little information or knowledge on 
Indigenous priorities during major disaster events. 

NIDR aims to address these gaps, while challenging dominant 
discourses that focus on vulnerabilities alone, and focus on First 
Nations knowledge and leadership in disaster resilience and recovery. 



Bhiamie Willliamson
PROGRAM LEAD

Nell Reidy
RESEARCHER

Zoe Schultz
RESEARCHER Lucy Connole

PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Alex Perlinski
RESEARCHER Beth Patch

COMMUNICATIONS 

Kaytlyn O’Neil
RESEARCHER

WHO WE ARE 



WHAT WE DO

Conducting research
• Foundations in Indigenous Disaster Resilience

• Colonial Load and Cultural Conflict 

• Indigenous Disaster Resilience at the Urban Interface

Holding Events

• NIDR Gathering

• Policy Roundtables

• Community of Practice

Creating tools, resources and policies

• National Indigenous Disaster Resilience Framework

• Preparedness Scorecard

• Planning Guide to Enhance Resilience and Preparedness



What is NAIDOC Week?

NAIDOC Week is an annual national celebration in Australia honoring the 

history, culture, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. Occurring in the first week of July, the name stands for National 

Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee. It is a time for truth-

telling, celebration, and community engagement.



#NAIDOC2026 

#FIFTYYEARSDEADLY 

#NAIDOCWEEK

Paralpi by Zaachariaha Fielding
Paralpi extends Zaachariaha’s 
acclaimed Inma series and reflects 
a deeply cultural and immersive 
narrative grounded in Country. The 
artwork depicts the sounds of Paralpi, a 
significant place just outside Mimili on 
the eastern APY Lands in South 
Australia. As Zaachariaha describes, 
Paralpi is a place where people come to 
embrace and celebrate children, 
where they are taught by Elders to 
move and mimic their Clan emblem — 
for Mimili, this being the maku 
(witchetty grub).

@naidocwee
k

facebook.com/NAIDO
C
@naidocwee
k

Aboriginal Flag designed by Mr Harold Thomas. 
Torres Strait Islander Flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional 
Council, designed by the late Mr Bernard Namok.

https://x.com/naidocweek
https://x.com/naidocweek
http://facebook.com/NAIDOC
http://facebook.com/NAIDOC
https://www.instagram.com/naidocweek
https://www.instagram.com/naidocweek


Source: ABC News, ‘Gallery: Brisbane’s 1974 Floods, 40 years on’

Available at https://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-01-27/brisbane-1974-floods-40-year-anniversary/5197952 

January 1974 Brisbane Floods



National Aboriginal Consultative Committee (NACC)

Motions from the National Meeting
Canberra, 4-8 February 1974



National Aboriginal Consultative Committee (NACC)

“That a fund for flood victims in Queensland and N.S.W of 
$10,000 for each area, be established from N.A.C.C funds.”

Moved: Mr. N. A. Fisher (Q9)
Seconded: Mr. J. Grainer (Q4)



National Aboriginal Consultative Committee (NACC)

“That in the view of the worsening flood situation for Aboriginal 
communities nationally this N.A.C requests the presence on 
Friday at the Conference of Senator Cavanagh, 
Mr. Crean the Treasurer and Mr. Lance Bernard, Deputy Prime 
Minister, to obtain humane financial alleviation of the flood 
hardships faced.”

Moved: Mr. D. Anderson (Vic. 3)
Seconded: Mr. K. Smith (NSW. 4)



National Aboriginal Consultative Committee (NACC)

“That as a first step the N.A.C request that $30,000 of its own 
budgetary allocation be transferred to start off an Aboriginal 
Relief Fund.”

Moved: Mr. E. J. Bennell (W.A. 8)
Seconded: Mr. A. Assan (Q’ld. 6)



1974 Cyclone Tracy - December

Bruce Howard & Herald and Weekly Times, Tracy - she broke his heart : the morning after Cyclone Tracy devastated Darwin, 
Casuarina resident Lynn John Cox returned from holidays to his wrecked home, 1974, nla.gov.au/nla.obj-148158468



“While the engineering and reconstruction process 
demonstrated a very successful response and adaptation 
to an existing and future risk, the impact of the cyclone of 
the local community and its Indigenous population in 
particular, had not been well recorded” (p. 1)



Traditional cultural knowledge/natural warnings

“The strangest thing was that there was no birds around, nothing and it was broad
daylight and no birds nothing” (p. 32).



Loss of culture creates risk

Interviewer: “Saying all of that though if say your parents had grown up with their family
they would have known about the cyclone more been able to take notice of signs in the

environment and things like that?”
Respondent 19: “Most probably if they had been with their Aboriginal family, yeah. ‘Cos

they reckon these Aboriginals knew that’s why they all went, they knew, they were
saying something about the mango it was a little bit longer, hanging…” (p. 33)



Scattered families

“There were people that we didn’t even know It was like a
boarding thing I don’t know. We were the only ones so it was like, a bit

sad. But yeah, poor mum, I don’t know how she coped...we didn’t see him for 12
months...” (p. 50).



Lessons from 50 years of 
emergency management
• Indigenous groups have been neglected from official processes 

such as commissions and inquiries, examining major hazard 
events.

• Indigenous organisations have consistently stood up to provide 
relief and support, in lieu of support from mainstream agencies 
and NGOs.

• There has been wide and consistent recognition of the value of 
traditional knowledge in relation to natural disasters.

• Consistent measures of socio-cultural wellbeing, such as sancitity 
of family, in evacuations and displacement.











Speaker Introduction

Coral Lever
Co-founder and CEO
First Nations Response





















Speaker Introduction

Zoe Schultz
Research Fellow, National Indigenous Disaster Resilience
Monash University



View video via recording, or visit: https://naturalhazards.com.au/research/research-projects/first-nations-women-cultural-fire-knowledge-wellbeing-and-memory 
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Images courtesy of Sarah Ebsworth, QFD
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MORE INFO HERE



Q&A

Don’t forget to add your questions to the Q&A window.



Event concludes
Thank you for attending today’s webinar.

Next webinar:
Register now for Resilience Matters webinar 
series: Community-based disaster risk 
reduction: Putting communities at the 
centre
29 July 2026, 1.00-2.00pm AEST Register now.
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