


Acknowledgement of Country

AIDR acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the various lands on which you all 

join us from today and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people participating 

in this event.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present and celebrate the diversity of 

Aboriginal peoples and their ongoing cultures and connections to the lands and 

waters across Australia.



Housekeeping
• You will remain muted and your camera will not be activated for the duration of 

today’s event.

• Today’s event will be recorded and made available after the event.

• Please enter questions for our speakers in the Q&A function, not the chat box.

• Please use the chat box to share any thoughts or reflections during the 

presentation

• Please be respectful to each other when posting your comments or questions.



What does this content mean for you?

How could you apply your learnings to your role?

One action you feel inspired to take.



Welcome

John Richardson

Executive Director

Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR)



Felicity Gamble

Technical Lead, Extended Prediction

Bureau of Meteorology

Lynette Bettio

Technical Lead Climate Risk

Bureau of Meteorology

Speaker Introductions
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Dr Lynette Bettio

Technical Lead, Climate Risk
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There when it matters most

Emergency management
Direct support to all levels of government 

for their emergency preparations and 

disaster mitigation

High-risk-weather briefings
To help prepare and respond

Embedded experts
Critical to support decision-making in 

national and state situation rooms. 

Enables a coordinated response to protect lives 

and property.



• For much of Australia, 2026-to-date has been wetter than average – supporting increased vegetation growth.

• Drier than average conditions in the east and west, combined with warmer temperatures, have contributed to 

below average soil moisture. NSW, Victoria and Tasmania have recorded their warmest winter on record.

Rainfall and temperature
Year-to-date: January–September 2026 (preliminary)

Rainfall deciles Mean temperature deciles



Soil moisture
23 September 2026

• Root zone soil 

moisture is above 

average across parts 

of southern and central 

Australia 

• Soils continue to dry in 

the east and west – 

priming the landscape 

for fire



October November December

• October rainfall is likely to be below average across parts of the south-west and south-east, as well as for much of 

Queensland and parts of the NT. Much of WA is likely to be wetter than average.

• The wet signal strengthens and expands in November and December, increasing chances of above average rainfall for 

parts much of the country. 

• However for parts of Tasmania and the far tropical north, dry conditions are expected to continue throughout.

Rainfall: Chance of above median
October, November, December 2026



Maximum temperature Minimum temperature

• Increased likelihood of unusually warm maximum temperatures (in the top 20% of the historical range) across the southern 

two-thirds of Australia and almost nation-wide for minimum temperatures.

• Warm overnight temperatures also contribute to heatwave risk. 

• Extreme heat will be a major climate risk in the coming months.

Maximum temperature: Chance of unusually warm
October–December 2026



Looking ahead to next season 
Chance of above median rainfall, maximum temperature and minimum temperature

December 2026–February 2027

• Below average summer rainfall in the north – wetter than average in parts of WA's south, NSW and Queensland.

• Warmer than average days and nights are very likely across the country.

• Check back in as the season approaches: www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks (updates weekly)

Rainfall Maximum 

temperature

Minimum 

temperature

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/outlooks


Bushfire outlook
September–November 2026

• Spring represents peak fire season for 

northern Australia.

• This outlook reflects a combination of dry 

conditions in the east and parts of the west, 

and increased fuel loads through parts of 

central and northern Australia.

• Seasonal fire risk is based on fuel levels, 

vegetation status, recent mitigation, water 

and resource availability, as well as the 

Bureau's long-range forecast.



Tropical cyclone seasonal guidance

• Australia's tropical cyclone season runs from November to April.

• On average, there are 10 cyclones in the Australian region each season, with 3–4 making landfall.

• There has always been at least one tropical cyclone impact the Australian coast each season.

• The predictive value of El Niño and La Niña on tropical cyclone activity has declined in recent decades.

Image: ABC News



Severe thunderstorms

Severe thunderstorm occurrence

• October to January is the peak 

period for severe thunderstorm 

formation

• North-east NSW / south-east 

Queensland typically see the 

most severe storms during this 

time

• Warm ocean temperatures 

(currently off south-east 

Australia) can increase 

atmospheric moisture and 

energy, fuelling storms

Heavy rainfall  Large hail

Damaging wind gusts Tornadoes

Severe storms 

need to have 

one or more of 

the following:



The Bureau of Meteorology
Hazard types and locations depicted are representative of higher-likelihood phenomena and do not imply hazardous weather won't occur elsewhere.         Increased risk           Decreased risk         Near average

Severe storms, coastal lows

Average risk during spring. Below average soil moisture in parts of  

WA and east, risk of localised risk of areas of raised dust. Forecast 

below average rainfall during spring for W, SW, SE and E.

East coast low

Updated 15 February 2024

Riverine flooding | Flash flooding

Summary: Australian climate hazard risks: October 2026 to January 2027 Reviewed: 28 September 2026

TC season is November–April. Warm observed and forecast local 

waters increase risk of a higher proportion of TCs becoming severe. 

Rainfall deficiencies

Heatwave

Bushfire

Coastal inundation | Sea level risk

Frost

Near-average fire risk for remainder of Australia.

ahead of frontal systems

Peak period for severe thunderstorms is Oct-Jan (eastern 

Australia).

While seasonally elevated SSTs persist along parts of the 

south-east coast, marine heatwave risk has declined during 

the cooler months

Average risk during the northern dry season. Some inland 

catchments are still wet, with locally increased flood risk. Forecast 

below average rain for parts of southern and eastern Australia.

Near average risk during winter to early spring. Below average soil 

moisture in parts of  WA & east, increasing localised risk of areas of 

raised dust. Forecast below average ASO rainfall for SW, SE and E.

Tropical cyclones | Severe storms

TC season is November–April. Coastal lows are most common in the 

cooler months. Warmer-than-average waters along south-eastern 

coasts may increase both the frequency and intensity of storms or 

lows near coastal zones, increasing risk for vulnerable coasts. ECL 

risk reduces from Sept.

Increased seasonal risk for some inland areas.

Thunderstorm asthma  |  Dust



HEAT

Extreme temperatures are likely to 

increase nationwide (very high 

confidence).

BUSHFIRE

Higher temperatures and drier 

conditions will initially increase the 

risk of bushfires in most currently 

forested areas (high confidence). 

DROUGHT

Time spent in drought is likely to 

increase across most of the 

country (low to medium 

confidence).

RIVERINE FLOODS

When floods do occur, they are 

likely to be higher due to more 

intense rainfall. 

COASTAL HAZARDS

As sea levels rise, coastal flood 

events are projected to become 

more frequent, accompanied by 

greater levels of coastal erosion 

and shoreline change.

STORMS

Extratropical storms (including 

east coast lows) may have greater 

impacts when they occur (medium 

confidence).

Storms producing large hail may 

increase in the east and occur 

further south (low confidence).

OCEAN WARMING

Oceans surrounding Australia are 

expected to become more acidic 

(high confidence) and warmer 

with more frequent and longer 

marine heatwaves (high 

confidence).

TROPICAL CYCLONES

The proportion of category 4 and 

5 events may increase 

(low/medium confidence).

Future changes in weather and climate hazards

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment 

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment


El Niño is operating in a rapidly warming planet

El Niño amplifies warming - global-averaged sea surface temperatures are tracking warmest on record.

August 2026 was the joint warmest month ever recorded globally (equal with July 2023).

Rising temperatures are accelerating the global hydrological cycle, with:

• more extreme rainfall and more extreme droughts.

• more rapid swings from one to the other – climate 'whip-lash', and less recovery time between events.

July 1997 July 2026



Recent trends: State of the Climate

• Southern Australia has become drier in 

recent decades, with more frequent 

periods of below-average rainfall. 

• Australia has warmed significantly since 

1910, with an increase in extreme heat 

events.

• The number of extreme fire weather days 

and the length of the fire season has 

increased across large parts of Australia 

since the 1950s. This has led to larger 

and more frequent fires, especially in 

southern Australia.

• These trends are projected to continue in 

coming decades as greenhouse gas 

concentrations increase.

April to October rainfall deciles for the 30 years from 1994 to 2023 compared to all years since 

1900



Insights from National Climate Risk Assessment

Not a forecast: changes may not be visible or abrupt, but will contribute to ongoing impacts

The highly variable conditions forecast, combined with unusually warm minimum and maximum temperatures over 

much of the country, has the potential to exacerbate or accelerate many of the risks identified in the national 

climate risk assessment 

• Risks to health:

• Increased risk of vector borne diseases

• Increased mental health impacts with ecosystem damage especially 

significant for Aboriginal health and wellbeing

• Risks to agriculture and horticulture

• Increased risk of crops stress and reduced yields

• Risks to the forests and ecosystem environment

• Increased risk of stress to freshwater environments with potential for 

enhanced growth of cyanobacteria and algae blooms. 

• Increased risk of water contamination.

• Risk to marine environment and fisheries

• Increased vulnerability of wild-catch fisheries and aquaculture

• Increased risk of biodiversity loss and migration of species



Stay up to date with the latest 

forecasts and warnings

 bom.gov.au 

and the BOM Weather app

Connect with us



Q&A with Bureau of Meteorology

Don’t forget to put your questions in the Q&A function.



AIDR resources

John Richardson

Executive Director

Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR)



AIDR Planning Resources 



Australian Disaster Resilience Handbooks 



Opening (Play Clip)

• The Towering Inferno (1974)

• Line: 'All the warnings were there…

• …they probably should have read AJEM.'

That’s not the 
exercise I was 

thinking of

I found this handbook 
on exercise….



Australian Disaster Resilience 
Knowledge Hub

More than a journal:

• the sector learning from itself

• sharing lessons

• strengthening resilience together.



Australian Journal of 
Emergency 
Management



Resilient Australia Awards

• Toolkit

• Facilitator Guide

• Slide Deck 

• Core modules



Recovery Exercising Toolkit

• Toolkit

• Facilitator Guide

• Slide Deck 

• Core modules



The Core Idea

• In disasters, the issue isn’t that we don’t know—

• it’s that we don’t always act on what we know.

Madam Mayor, 
I think we need to do 

some planning for 
evacuations



Mel Osborne

Business Development Manager

Gender and Disaster Australia (GADAUS)

Speaker Introductions



Creating Safe 
Shelter Spaces

Funding for this project was provided 
by the Australian Government’s 
National Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA).



How This Work Was Done

Voices included:
• Women and children (Women’s Health networks 

and UWS research – BiBs study)
• DFV specialists
• LGBTIQASB+ people (organisations and research)
• First Nations (We Al-li)
• Multicultural communities (surveys & MEMP 

partnership)
• People with disability (organisations and research)
• Young Australians
• Older Australians

Community-led evidence base:
• Surveys and stakeholder discussions
• GADAus and partner research  
• Lived experience insights
• Partnerships 



SAFETY IS GENDERED 

Women, children and gender-diverse people experience emergency evacuation 

centres differently, with distinct privacy, safety and dignity needs. Build 

relationships with support agencies before disaster.

SAFETY IS BROUGHT TO LIFE THROUGH EVERYDAY ACTIONS

Safety depends on how staff behave in real time: offering privacy, using 

respectful language, and responding to people’s needs with care, 

consistency and trauma-informed practice. Build relationships with support 

agencies before disaster.

Key Take-Aways

SAFETY IS NOT JUST ABOUT PROTECTION FROM PHYSICAL HARM

If people do not feel psychologically, culturally or socially safe, they may avoid 

evacuation centres altogether, increasing their risk during a disaster. Build 

relationships with support agencies before disaster.



Rachel O’Reilly

Centre of Excellence, Young People and Disasters

Speaker Introductions



Getting Ready for the Higher-Risk 

Weather Season

Young People and Evacuation Centres
Rachel O’Reilly



Key Points                                   Resources

● Youth needs in evacuation centres: 

Communication, safety, privacy, 

connection and support.

● Youth as active participants: 

Recognising young people’s skills, 

perspectives and contributions.

● Youth involvement in 

preparedness: Meaningfully 

involving young people in 

emergency planning and decision-

making.

Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience. (2020). Our World, Our Say: 
Australia’s largest youth survey on climate change. 
https://www.aidr.org.au/news/our-world-our-say-australia-s-largest-youth-
survey-on-climate-change/

Colwell, S. (2021). Evacuation centres are lifeboats, not cruise ships: 
Managing expectations and prioritising improvements. Australian Journal of 
Emergency Management, 36(4), 11–12. 
https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/ajem-october-2021-evacuation-
centres-are-lifeboats-not-cruise-ships-managing-expectations-and-
prioritising-improvements/

Centre of Excellence: Young People & Disasters. (2026). Centre of 
Excellence: Young People & Disasters. https://ypdcentre.org.au/

Gender and Disaster Australia. (2026). Creating Safe Shelter Spaces. 
https://genderanddisaster.com.au/creating-safe-shelter-spaces/

Macedon Ranges Shire Council. (2018). Children and young people 
emergency plan. https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/Our-
Council/Strategies-Plans/Children-and-Young-People-Emergency-Plan



Richard Ogetii

CEO, Albury Wodonga Ethnic Communities Council (AWACC);

Co-Chair, Multicultural Emergency Management Partnership (MEMP)

Speaker Introductions



INCLUSIVE EVACUATION CENTRES: 
Multicultural community considerations

Richard Ogetii – CEO Albury Wodonga Ethnic Communities Council  &

Co-chair Multicultural Emergency Management Partnership (MEMP) - Victoria



Key message

In an emergency planning, inclusion is not a tick-box exercise/ an 
additional service – it is part of the safety system. 

If people cannot: 

• Understand the warning

• Trust the messenger,

• Reach the evacuation centre,

• Use it safely and with dignity,

then the plan has not fully reached them.



Communication

Communication must be accessible – beyond websites – “websites could be a place tend to ‘hide’ information”

Early and channels used by communities – e.g. WhatsApp, Facebook 

Clear and plain language

Multilingual 

Use modern pictograms  and audio visual 

Repeat important information 

Explain what will happen next



Trust
Trust affects whether people act. Build relationships early.

Issues

• Unfamiliarity with Australian emergency services

• Concern about government authorities

• Uncertainty about available assistance and eligibility

Work with Involve multicultural organisations, faith communities and settlement services before emergencies

Trusted partners can help shape messages, explain local concerns and share accurate information in a timely 
manner.

It takes time to build trust – start early



Physical and social environment

Protect dignity

Cultural safety – ensure no harm while seeking safety

Consider privacy – sleeping, changing, breastfeeding, prayer, and personal care

Consider family composition – keep people together where possible

Food – culturally and religious appropriate

Ensure that the systems at the centre are easy to navigate – e.g. registration, complaints and feedback 

Staff should ask respectfully and avoid assumptions



Involve community early 

Know your communities before the emergency

Include them in the design of the evacuation centres

Involve multicultural communities in the planning, exercises, and review 

Ask community representatives what barriers they see, invite them to test evacuation-centre 
arrangements and show how feedback has changed the plans

During evacuation – create a simple way for communities to raise emerging issues and to receive a 
timely response.



Thank You!

To learn more about MEMP

https://www.memp.org.au/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-

emergency-management-partnership

https://www.memp.org.au/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership
https://www.linkedin.com/company/multicultural-emergency-management-partnership


Bastien Wallace

Senior Policy Officer

People With Disability Australia

Speaker Introductions



Improving outcomes for people with disability in 
disasters and emergencies

• Roadmap for Improving Outcomes for People 

with Disability in Disasters and Emergencies 

• Accessible resources 

• https://pwd.org.au/improving-outcomes-for-

people-with-disability-in-disaster-management/



How do I plan?

• How do I know when to leave?

• Where do I evacuate to?

• How do I get there?



Accessible facilities

• Step free

• Power 

• Accessible information 

and social stories

• Accessible area to rest

• Assistance animal 

provision

• Quiet area

Accessible facilities



Bridget Tehan

Senior Advisor – Humanitarian Diplomacy

Australian Red Cross

Speaker Introductions



El Carter

Manager – Emergency Coordination

Australian Red Cross

Speaker Introductions



Supporting First 
Nation Peoples in 

Evacuation

Humanitarian Charter: 
All people have a right to life with 

dignity and respect, and the right to 
receive humanitarian assistance 

appropriate to their needs

• Engage and consult at the earliest opportunity

• Know the communities that you are helping

• Ensure community leaders have a seat around the table and 
have voice and agency in decisions that affect them 

• Understand cultural practice and governance arrangements 
and what it means in an evacuation context, including:

o Leadership and hierarchy structures and practice
o Connection to country
o Family and kinship connections
o Men’s and women’s business
o Sorry business
o Avoidance and Poisoned relationships



Work with community leaders and support organisations, to consider:

• the development of community evacuation plans that are specific to 
community need and reflective of cultural practice and norms 

• how an evac centre should be set up and laid out to best facilitate 
continuity of cultural practice

• Gender inclusive rostering

Engage with First Nations and community-based service providers to 
understand:

• what supports and services might be required and how they can be 
delivered in a culturally safe and appropriate way 

• what continuity of care for sick or vulnerable people in community 
looks like

Practical Steps for Support



Karleen Gribble

Adjunct Professor

Western Sydney University

Speaker Introductions



Planning to support families with infants 
and young children in emergencies

Karleen Gribble
 

School of Nursing and Midwifery, Western Sydney University



Australia has lacked emergency planning for families 

with babies and toddlers

“Dearth of planning at all levels of 
government for the needs of 
infants and young children”

Animals are better accounted for 
than children:
• “infant” “baby” “babies” 124x 
• “animal” “pet” >2300x



Babies and Young Children in the Black Summer 
(BiBS) Study

• 65% had no plan prior to the 2019-
20 bushfires.

• Women who were pregnant as 
well were less likely to make an 
emergency plan.

• Evacuation centres were 
commonly dangerous for young 
children. 

• Children were invisible in disaster 
recovery until they were in an 
institution and parents lacked 
support.

• Long-term effects on child 
development and mental health 
observed in communities.



Resources to support families 



Emergency planning tools



Posters



Evacuation kit lists



Emergency responder resources





Scenarios for evacuation centre 
exercises



Evacuation centre safety



Safe sleep for babies in evacuation



Psychological first aid



Recovery centre support

• Venue selection

• Layout and resources

• Operation



Promoting safety with signage



• Model policies and 
accompanying guidance both 
for organisations distributing 
and not distributing infant 
formula. 

• Endorsed by 27 health and 
emergency organisations





Thank you

https://www.breastfeeding.asn.au
/resources/feed-baby-emergency

k.gribble@westernsydney.edu.au



Q&A

Don’t forget to put your questions in the Q&A function.



Event concludes
Thank you for attending today’s webinar.

Next event:
Solar tantrums: Why space weather 
matters
Tuesday 6 October 2026, 
1.00pm-2.00pm AEDT



You might also be interested in this online 
forum:

Emergency Management Victoria:
Victorian emergency preparedness briefing 
for community and not-for-profit 
organisations
Thursday 1 October 2026
1.30pm-3.00pm AEST
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