


Shifting the scales: 
Embedding justice and equity in 
Australia’s disaster law system





Disasters and the Law National Symposium 2025
• Strengthen a coordinated and coherent national 

approach to disaster response and risk reduction
• Implement actions from the National Adaptation Plan 

and facilitate and resource adaptation
• Adapt disaster models and plans to include cascading, 

compounding and overlapping disaster events
• Commit to centering human needs and rights in all 

disaster phases
• Embed legal literacy throughout all phases of disasters
• Commit to resourcing community-led disaster 

preparedness, including a focus on community legal 
education and initiatives that increase awareness of 
legal rights, needs and available remedies.



Moderator

• Andrew Coghlan – Australian Red Cross

Panellists

• Bridget Tehan – Australian Red Cross

• Dr Monica Taylor –Queensland University of Technology

• Dr Bronwyn Lay – Disaster Legal Help Victoria

• Jack Piper – ARC Justice



Bridget Tehan
Senior Advisor Humanitarian Diplomacy
Australian Red Cross



Legal literacy: From global to local



Dr Monica Taylor

School of Law, Faculty of Business & Law

Queensland University of Technology



What do we mean by disasters and the law? 

Disaster 
management 

laws

Laws 
affecting 
people 

impacted by 
disaster



Laws governing disasters: many and varied

Disaster 
management 

laws

Public health and safety laws

Disaster management laws

Police powers and administration laws

Fire and emergency service laws

Biosecurity laws

Environmental protection / land use management laws

Cultural heritage laws

National Emergency Declaration Act 2020 (Cth) 



Disasters also impact ‘everyday’ laws 

Laws affecting 
people 

impacted by 
disaster

Tenancy and housing laws

Insurance (house, car, property, life)  laws 

Domestic and family violence, and family laws 

Employment, education and social security laws 

Neighbourhood dispute laws 

Crime and criminal procedure laws 



All images thanks to The Bureau of Meteorology © 
© information from Narelle Report compiled by Tropical Cyclone Lead Team, BOM

https://www.bom.gov.au/cyclone/history/Narelle2026.shtml




Dr Bronwyn Lay
Program Lead
Disaster Legal Help Victoria







Jack Piper
Climate Justice Lead
ARC Justice



Murray River (Dhungala) Echuca



Use Slido for Q&A

Slido.com  |  #ADRC26



ADRC26 is an exciting and noisy place. 

The Sunflower Room is a sensory-friendly space at the 
conference, offering delegates with hidden disabilities 
a place to help rest, regulate and reset. 

Please see a staff member at the registration desk if 
you need assistance finding it.
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