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Background
• Increasing floods in NSW Hunter Region.

• Climate change intensifies flood risk. Repeated flood impacts and growing climate risk.

• SDG 13 on Climate Action focuses on resilience – focused on SDG 13, seeking to examine the 
critical challenge of floods in the Hunter, piloted in two LGAs (Cessnock and Singleton). 

• The project sought answers to how local resilience to and adaptive capacity for floods can be 
improved in the Hunter to address SDG 13.

• Need to connect global frameworks to local action.
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SDG Alignment
Target 13.1: Strengthen 

resilience and adaptive capacity 
to climate-related disasters

Indicator 13.1.1: 
Local disaster risk management
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Why this study matters

• Climate change is increasing flood frequency and intensity.

• Local planning remains based on historical risk.

• Can SDG 13 and the Sendai Framework improve local resilience?

• Key point: Inadequate localisation of global frameworks.
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Findings from the Literature
• The localisation and mainstreaming of SDG 13 on climate action can support tangible 

municipal climate actions in the Region. 

• However, while it is acknowledged that SDG localisation is needed to address sustainable 
development challenges, there is a gap in practice and research to guide local government 
attempts at SDG localisation. 

• SDG 13 implementation at the local government level is not well-understood.

• In practice, efforts to implement SDG 13 have not been publicly communicated.

• Barriers to the implementation of adaptive flood risk management

• Lack of evidence on the best approaches at the local level. 

• Limited knowledge and capacity.

• Limited indicators for the local government on global frameworks including the SDGs and 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR).
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Key Field Findings
• Findings from the field resonated with that of the literature review. 

• Interviews of local stakeholders including councillors and emergency management workers 
indicated an overall absence of knowledge on the SDGs and SFDRR.

• Many of them did not even know about these global frameworks, despite the relevance to 
their context of work.

• Response dominates over resilience, focus on EM.

• Limited local capacity in DRR and CCA.

• Development in flood-prone areas; different interest groups.
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Emerging Themes

• Community resilience.

• Volunteer sustainability.

• Agency collaboration.

• Early warning (for all).

• Disaster governance.

• Risk-informed urban planning.



Urban Development Challenge
• Community resilience.

• Need for risk-informed planning.

• Avoidance of continued 
development on floodplains.

• Build Back Better.
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Global-Local Gap

• Global: SDGs, Sendai, adaptation.

• Local: emergency response, recovery.

• Need localisation.
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Areas to Address
• Global: SDGs, Sendai, adaptation.

• Community engagement.

• Improve warnings.

• Support volunteers.

• Collaborate.

• Integrate DRR & climate adaptation.

• Mainstream SDGs.
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Key Messages
• Localise SDG13.

• Shift from response to 
resilience.

• Risk-informed planning.
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The Wider Picture
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• Hunter Region reflects broader Australian 
regional challenges.

• Bridging global frameworks and local 
implementation is essential.
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Thank You



Slido.com  |  #ADRC26

Use Slido for Q&A



ADRC26 is an exciting and noisy place. 

The Sunflower Room is a sensory-friendly space at 
the conference, offering delegates with hidden 
disabilities a place to help rest, regulate and reset. 

Please see a staff member at the registration desk if 
you need assistance finding it.
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