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We are not preparing for disasters
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"We will not be measured by the kilometres of roads and pipes 

that we replace, but by how our people come through this."

- Jim Palmer 
   Waimakiriri District Council NZ
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We can prepare for disasters



Specificity allows for intervention



We are preparing for a flood



We are preparing for a flood



We are preparing for a flood
disrupted school attendance



We are preparing for a flood
disrupted school attendance

so that children and young people continue 
their education and developmental 

trajectory



We are preparing for a flood
loss of housing



We are preparing for a flood
loss of housing

because adequate housing is a human right



We are preparing for a flood
to prevent family violence



We are preparing for a flood
to prevent family violence

because everyone has a right to be safe



We are preparing for a flood
increased cardiovascular issues



We are preparing for a flood
increased cardiovascular issues

to prevent degraded health and avoidable 
death 



We can prepare for disasters.

We should be the best in the world at this.



We have reason to 

prepare for disaster impacts and consequences.
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We have the means to 

prepare for disaster impacts and consequences.
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We have the mandate to 

prepare for disaster impacts and consequences.





We have the know-how to 

prepare for disaster impacts and consequences.
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Beyond Survival



Does emergency management policy 

adequately address reasonable community 

expectations of plans for disaster impacts?



Recovery 
management

Restoration Change

Health

Housing

Safety
Recovery 

management
Change

Education

Community governance



It is reasonable to predict that:
Therefore, it is reasonable for 

community members to expect that:



There will be destruction, damage and 
disruption to housing as a result 

of disaster events.

Based on extensive experience and 
evidence, it is reasonable to predict 

that:

Therefore, it is reasonable for 
community members to expect that:

Government has a plan for post-disaster 
housing support.



There will be destruction, damage and 
disruption to housing as a result 

of disaster events.

Based on extensive experience and 
evidence, it is reasonable to predict 

that:

Therefore, it is reasonable for 
community members to expect that:

Government has a plan for post-disaster 
housing support.

There are a range of health impacts that 
may occur at different time points after 

disasters.

Government plans address the likely 
health impacts at short, medium and 

long-term times after disasters.
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"We will not be measured by the kilometres of roads and pipes 

that we replace, but by how our people come through this."

- Jim Palmer 
   Waimakiriri District Council NZ



Kate.brady@unsw.edu.au

www.howwesurvive.com
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