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NATIONAL INDIGENOUS DISASTER RESILIENCE 
National Indigenous Disaster Resilience (NIDR) is a research program at Monash University. 

Established in 2022, NIDR has quickly established itself as a leading national research centre, 

and the only research centre dedicated to investigating and quantifying the impacts major 

disaster events have on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

NIDR is grounded in an understanding that climate change is producing more frequent and 

severe disasters. Despite the growing recognition that major disasters disproportionally 

impact Indigenous peoples, there is a little evidence and knowledge regarding how these 

events impact Indigenous peoples in ways that are different to other Australians. There is 

also little information or knowledge on Indigenous priorities during major disaster events. 

NIDR aims to address these gaps, while challenging dominant discourses that focus on 

vulnerabilities alone, and focus on First Nations knowledge and leadership in disaster 

resilience and recovery. 
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15.2%
average Indigenous population 

of disaster -declared LGAs

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are 

over -represented in disaster -declared LGAs.

3.8%
ĉá ħěĢėÀüêÀȂě ĔĉĔħüÀĢêĉă êě

Indigenous



2 out of 3 disaster declarations have been made in 

LGAs with an Indigenous population higher than the 

national average. 

disaster declarations have been made in 

LGAs where Indigenous peoples make up 

more than 3.8% of the population

3,874 out of 5,590
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49 of the 50 most disaster -declared LGAs have an Indigenous 

population higher than the state or territory average.





Funded by Natural Hazards Research Australia, this two year, nationally 

focused project aims to address the absence of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander voices and priorities across the emergency management sector. 

Through the project, we will deliver:

ÅPractical guides and tools for emergency management agencies and 

Aboriginal organisations and communities

ÅAcademic papers, a literature review and research reports

ÅNational Indigenous Disaster Resilience Framework

Åa published handbook guide highlighting Indigenous leadership across the 

sector and principles and approaches to enhance the resilience of 

Indigenous people and communities

ÅQpnkpg"tguqwteg"hqt"CEEQu."ұIqxgtpkpi"vjtqwij"fkucuvgtuҲ

FOUNDATIONS IN INDIGENOUS DISASTER RESILIENCE















National Indigenous 

Disaster Resilience 

Framework



National Indigenous 
Disaster Resilience 

Framework 

Closing 
the 
Gap

National Disaster Risk 
Reduction Framework 

Sendai 
Framework

UNDRIP



FRANCES BELLE PARKER

Frances Belle Parker is a proud Yaegl woman, 

painter, drawer, printmaker and installation artist 

from Maclean in the Clarence Valley of NSW. An 

accomplished artist, Frances completed FA through 

UNSW, and a BVA (Honours) and a Master of 

Indigenous Studies (Wellbeing), both at Southern 

Cross University. Frances is deeply inspired by her 

Mother's Yaegl Country and the island in the 

Clarence River that her Mother grew up on, 

Ulgundahi Island. 
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Language matters
ҵCdqtkikpcn"cpf"Vqttgu"Uvtckv"KuncpfgtҶ."ҵKpfkigpqwuҶ"qt"ҵHktuv"PcvkqpuҶ."yjcv"fq"K"wugA"

ÅThere are a range of naming conventions used to describe the original people of Australia in contemporary 

contexts. It must first be acknowledged that Indigenous peoples themselves reserve the right to determine the 

appropriate naming convention they desire, and these wishes, which may change from community to 

community, or between individuals, should be navigated with empathy and respect. 

ÅKpfkigpqwu"ku"qhvgp"fgrnq{gf"cu"c"ukping"vgto"vq"fguetkdg"CwuvtcnkcҲu"qtkikpcn"rgqrng0

ÅAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander is perhaps the most used English term. 

ÅTorres Strait Islander was a term developed to describe the original people of the Islands of the Zenadth Kes, 

commonly known now as the Torres Strait, between the Australian mainland and Papua New Guinea. 

ÅIncreasingly, First Nations is another term that is being utilised. 

ÅOther terms commonly deployed include Traditional Owners (or Traditional Custodians). 

ÅUse of certain words may be used differently, and interchangeably, however, what these terms describe remain 

the same.


