


Acknowledgement of Country

AIDR acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the various lands on 
which you all join us from today and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people participating in this event.
We pay our respects to Elders past and present and celebrate the 
diversity of Aboriginal peoples and their ongoing cultures and 
connections to the lands and waters across Australia.



Housekeeping
• You will remain muted and your camera will not be activated for the duration of 

today’s event.

• Today’s event will be recorded and made available after the event.

• Please enter questions for our speakers in the Q&A function, not the chat box.

• Please use the chat box to share any thoughts or reflections during the 
presentation

• Please be respectful to each other when posting your comments or questions.



Welcome

John Richardson
Executive Director
Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR)



Speaker Introduction

Ika Trijsburg
Director Urban Analytics
ANU Institute for Infrastructure in Society
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Ika Trijsburg |  Head of Democracy and Diplomacy, Municipal Association of Victoria
Director Urban Analytics, Institute for Infrastructure in Society, The Australian National University

IN DISASTERS



“Disinformation is false information that is deliberately 
created to harm, mislead or evoke an emotional response in 
a target audience.”





HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING

Anti-vaccines: 
Measles

& 
COVID 19

GENDER AND 
SEXUALITY

Anti-trans
&

Targeting 
female leaders

CLIMATE & 
SUSTAIN-

ABILITY

Climate 
Emergency

&
Emissions 
Reduction

FIRST 
NATIONS, 

MIGRANTS, 
CULTURE & 
RELIGION

The Voice 
Referendum

&
Southport riots

URBAN 
PLANNING

15 min cities
&

Smart cities
&

Infrastructure



DISINFORMATION
LIGHTNING RODS

Elections

Policymaking 

Events – global and local

Disasters and crises

Transitions



1
Disinformation about the 

existence, severity or cause of 
a disaster or weather event: 
These question whether the 

situation is accurately 
represented by authorities. 

2
Disinformation about disaster 

response effort: These 
manipulate heightened fears 

and uncertainty during 
disasters to promote distrust 

and chaos.

3
Disinformation that uses 

disasters as an opportunity to 
exacerbate other prejudices: 
Pre-existing societal divisions 

offer fertile ground for 
disinformation

Image credit: AP

DISASTERS



Ika Trijsburg, The University of Melbourne
Helen Sullivan, The Australian National University
Elise Park, The University of Melbourne
Matteo Bonotti, Monash University
Paul Costello, German Marshall Fund of the United States
Zim Nwokora, Deakin University
Daniel Pejic, The University of Melbourne
Mario Peucker, Victoria University
William Ridge, The University of Melbourne



PRE-EMPTION & 
EARLY DETECTION
Understand the fault lines: 

Political, economic, urban/rural, 
social

Know the existing 
disinformation narratives and 

themes

Build trusted networks: 
Institutions, information, people, 

places

PRE-BUNKING &
SPREAD 

PREVENTION
Activate relationships, provide 

accurate information and assist 
people to make sense of 

information they might receive

Work with trusted and 
legitimate voices to minimize 

spread of disinformation

DE-BUNKING & 
RECOVERY

Accurate information and 
alternative narratives, extensive 

engagement 

Rebuild and establish trusted 
relationships, support impacted 

groups, address grievance 
narratives, build community 





COLLABORATE



Download the Disinformation in the City Response Playbook at: 
https://www.mav.asn.au/mavlab/engagement/disinformation

Ika Trijsburg |  Head of Democracy and Diplomacy, Municipal Association of Victoria
Director Urban Analytics, Institute for Infrastructure in Society, The Australian National University

itrijsburg@mav.asn.au



Q&A

Don’t forget to put your questions in the Q&A function.



Event concludes

Thank you for attending today’s webinar.

Register now for the next AIDR webinar.

Indigenous disaster resilience research webinar 
Wednesday 9 July 2025, 1.00pm – 2.30pm AEST
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